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Spokane Valley Fire Department Honor Guard and the Pipes and Drums Corp have performed at 
these event in 2009; SVFD 3rd annual Awards Banquet, SCFD 4 Awards Banquet, St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, and two funerals. 

It is hard to imagine that spring is already here.  Living in the Pacific Northwest, 
we are fortunate to have all four seasons, at least in my view, and we have sur-
vived  the past two winters with little lasting effect.  Now going into spring, we look forward to the 
color it brings.  We have a tendency to forget about the reasons we should be prepared.  This spring, 
we have another burden to be aware of.  We are all affected by the hardship of our current economy.  
Volunteering and preparedness may not be a point we want to address during these times.  How-
ever, preparedness can benefit you during these times with supply of food, water and medication 
that may help you through when times are lean.  Volunteering gives everyone a good sense of being 
by working with and helping others, as well as providing additional activities that may not other-
wise be available to you.  If you are interested in volunteering with the Spokane Valley Fire Depart-
ment’s Community Emergency Response Team training, please call for more information:   
928-1700 

CERT Program Director 
Bruce Hamner 

CERT 

Honor Guard/Pipes and Drums 
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Bill Clifford 
PIO/Deputy Fire Marshal 

New Teen Arson Awareness Program (TAAP)  
 

Deputy Fire Marshal Bill Clifford is working with the Arson Alarm Foundation and 
North West Insurance Council to present a new program for West Valley School Dis-
trict. Posters will be provided that may be displayed in middle and high schools. The 
program will educate teenagers about the dangers of fire setting and encourage 
them to report arson activity to authorities. Teenagers who provide tips to investiga-
tors, which lead to an arrest or conviction of an arsonist, may be eligible for an 
award up to $10,000. 
 

TAAP is an initiative designed to compliment local fire prevention and investigative 
efforts by creating an incentive for local youth to step forward with tips. The goal is 
to reduce the amount of arson fires involving children by increasing awareness and 
rewarding citizens. 
 

TAAP will coincide with Arson Awareness Week 2009 campaign “Arson for Profit - 
Cashing in with Fire” which takes place May 3rd through 9th.  

Bill Clifford 
PIO/Deputy Fire Marshal 

Smoke detectors need to be checked monthly to ensure they 
are working properly. Push the test button and listen for the 
loud BEEP, BEEP, BEEP… If you don’t hear anything, a cou-
ple of things could be wrong: 
 
 1 The battery is faulty and needs to be replaced 
  with a 9 volt battery; or  
 
 2 The smoke detector needs to be replaced. Smoke 
  detectors are only reliable for ten years. After ten 
  years they are only 60% effective. 
 
If your smoke detector has a lithium type battery please  
follow the manufacturer’s recommendations. These batteries 
have a ten-year battery life and should be replaced as  
instructed. 

Did you remember to “Change Your Clocks Change 
Your Batteries” in your smoke detectors? 
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1st Quarter Investigations  
 17 – 1st Quarter Investigations with an estimated $1,160,000 in property  
  damage. 
 
 12 – Accidental fires, four (4) of which were caused by electrical issues or  
  devices and two (2) caused by heating appliances. 
 
  5 – Intentional/Criminal incidents causing an estimated $18,500 in property 
  damage. Two (2) cases were cleared by arrest, one (1) by exceptional 
  clearance. 
 
On February 20, 2009, Rodney Holder was arrested for causing damage to a home 
located on the 5200 block of North Kenney in Otis Orchards. The incident occurred 
on Valentine’s Day, the previous Sunday, when Rodney Holder poured gasoline in-
side the structure and attempted to ignite the gasoline fumes. Having successfully 
eluded deputies and fire investigators for nearly a week, Rodney Holder crashed his 
small truck near the intersection of Pines Road and Sprague Avenue. A foot pursuit 
ensued, but Rodney Holder successfully eluded law enforcement agents only to be 
detained at a local hospital by security personnel. Holder was booked into the Spo-
kane County Jail on charges of Arson in the First Degree and Malicious Mischief in 
the First Degree. 

Clifton Mehaffey 
Assistant Fire Marshal 

Outdoor Burning 
 
To avoid a big red truck (fire engine) showing up at your house, please contact your  
local fire district, Department of Natural Resources or Spokane Regional Clean Air 
Agency to learn what rules apply to your fire and location of burn. Warnings will be 
given and possible fines issued if rules are not followed. 
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* Unincorporated Area includes responses outside the City of Spokane Valley, Millwood and Liberty Lake   

Prevention Statistics—1st Quarter 
  

 PERMITS      BUILDING INSPECTIONS 
 22  PLATS            1 HAZARD COMPLAINTS  
 29 SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS                 783 BUSINESSES 
  10  ALARM SYSTEMS         1 RECALLED SPRINKLER HEADS 
 19  BUILDING PLAN REVIEWS         25 FIRE WATCH 
   1  CHANGE OF USE        14 FIRE ALARM ACCEPTANCE 
   0 FIREWORKS        19 BUILDING ACCEPTANCE 
 20 TENANT IMPROVEMENT           7 HOOD SYSTEM ACCEPTANCE  
   3 TEMPORARY STRUCTURE  
    15 SUPPRESSION ACCEPTANCE  

 TOTAL PERMITS    TOTAL INSPECTIONS 
  104        865 

Just The Facts 
Approximately 200 adults and children have been instructed 
in Disaster Preparedness, Fire Safety, Fire Extinguisher Train-
ing, and Career Fairs in the first quarter of 2009.  
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Wellness 
The 2009 Spring Health and Wellness Fair presented by the 
Spokane Valley Fire Department was attended by approxi-
mately 76 employees and spouses.  There were presenta-
tions by United Health Care and APS Healthcare (our  
Employee Assistance Program) that were very informative.  
We were able to perform over 65 health screenings provid-
ing valuable health information to those that participated. 
 
Captain Jon Sprague was the winner of the Wii Fit game 
system drawing.  All of the health screening participants 
were entered into the drawing.  The Spokane Valley Fire 
Department Wellness Committee would like to thank all 
those that helped make the fair a success with a special 
thanks to Administrative Director Debbie Cox , Administra-
tive Assistant Trish Andersen and our wellness consultant, 
Dori Babcock.  Without their hard work and commitment 
the fair would not have been possible. 

 Battalion Chief  
Ken Capaul       

 
 
 

(4th Qtr 2008) 
 
               Terry Gese         Dan Wittenberg                                 
  Captain/Paramedic             Engineer 
         Retired               Retired 
    March 31, 2009         March 31, 2009 

Rhys Evans 
Captain 

Promoted 
Nov. 28, 2008 

1st Quarter Retirements & Promotions 




