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TRAINING DIVISION

Confined Space Awareness/Entry refresher kicked off in April and we haven't slowed down yet!
Crews have been continually honing their craft and focusing on “the basics” such has extending
hose lines, emergency vehicle operation, annual wildland refresher, search & rescue, self rescue,
fire behavior, hazardous door entry, and hazardous materials responses. They patrticipated in the
Fire & EMS Safety, Health, & Survival Week which provided an opportunity for them to reflect on
maintaining a healthy lifestyle, emergency response responsibilities, and Near Miss Reporting (a
way we share and reinforce lessons learned from others and apply them to daily operations).

New props were added that simulate different window heights that al- =
lowed our firefighters to try different techniques for entering and exiting a |
room. These are particularly useful for preparing ourselves of the need to |
rapidly exit a structure in the event of hostile fire behavior, or our original ||
exit path becoming blocked. Another new training component was added
this quarter. If you spent some time in or along the river, you may have
witnessed some of our personnel learning the rescue techniques for swift
water emergencies. Through the dedication and training of the team, this &
service will enhance the safety of the Spokane Valley citizens, their fam- /¥
ily, and friends they will bring to the river. /

l | ! |ﬁ'—_




April—June 2010

Page 4

Fire Safety House...

PREVENTION DIVISION

Over eight hundred third grade students from fourteen of the twenty-eight grade schools in
the District were instructed in Fire Safety and had the chance to go through the Fire Safety
House. They learned about electrical hazards, smoke alarms, fireplace safety, knowing two
ways out of each room, and practicing a fire drill with theatrical smoke. We talked about call-
ing 911 only for emergencies and having a meeting place outside the home.

Classes Taught...

Just over 300 citizens were instructed
in the use of fire extinguishers and
fire safety so far this year.

Prevent Drowning:

Actively supervise your children around
water at all times (including bathtubs
an toilets), and have a phone nearby to
call for help in an emergency.

Make sure your pool has four-sided
fencing and a self-closing, self-latching
gate to prevent a child from wandering
into the pool area unsupervised. In ad-
dition, hot tubs should be covered and
locked when not in use.

Install a door alarm, a window alarm, or
both to alert you if a child wanders into
the pool area unsupervised.

From the start, teach children to never
go near or in water without an adult
present.

Enroll your child in swimming lessons
after age 4 — typically the earliest age
when they are likely to practice and re-
tain information. Teach children how to
tread water, float, and stay by the
shore.

Learn CPR and know how to respond
in water emergencies.

Visit Spokane Clean Air at www.spokanecleanair.org for additional

information on outdoor burning.

Barbeque Safety...

Propane and charcoal BBQ grills must only be
used outdoors. If used indoors, or in any en-
closed spaces, such as tents, they pose both a
fire hazard and the risk of exposing occupants
to toxic gases and potential asphyxiation.

Make sure that the barbeque is not near any
material that could catch fire.

Only open the propane tank a quarter to one-
half turn. That is all the gas the barbeque needs
to operate. If you encounter a problem it is
much quicker to turn it off.

Always open the barbeque lid before you light
it. If your barbeque does not light up the first
time you try it, shut it off and try again in 5 min-
utes.

e Stay with your fire, from the
time you first light the barbeque
until you finish cooking. Accidents
can happen when you leave a bar-
beque unattended.

e If you use a barbeque lighter
never set it down where children
can have access to it. Be responsi-
ble and put it up and out of sight
from children.

e When finished cooking, re-
member to shut off the propane
tank as well as the barbeque.

Prevention Division Articles provided by

Assistant Fire Marshal/Public Information Officer Bill Clifford

Investigations Article provided by
Deputy Fire Marshal Clifton Mehaffey
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INVESTIGATIONS

35—Second Quarter Investigations with an estimated $468,750 in property damage.
11—Intentional/Criminal fires causing ~an estimated $3,000 in property damage.
Five (5) cases were either cleared by arrest or exceptional means.
14—Accidental fires, four (4) of which were caused by heating and electrical appliances
and four (4) were caused by mechanical means (machines, saws, bearings, etc.)
6—Fires of undetermined origin and/or cause.

On June 29, 2010, multiple fires were started by four youths that caused $1500 in damage
to a commercial fueling station. Two of the suspects (aged 13 and 14 years old) were ar-
rested and transported to the Spokane County Juvenile Detention Center, while the two
remaining suspects (aged 11 years old) were too young to be taken into custody. The sus-
pects actions were caught on a video surveillance system installed by the fuel company
located in the Spokane Valley. The four juvenile suspects were charged with First Degree
Arson.

Year to Date:

62—Total investigations with an estimated $1.16 million in property damage.

21—Intentional/Criminal fires with 9 incidents (consisting of 12 suspects) cleared
by arrest or exceptional means.

31—Accidental fires.

NEWSPAPER HEADLINE

Arson Award: Two Teens to share a $1,500 Reward, Friday, June
18, 9:30a.m., Adams Elementary School

SPOKANE VALLEY - Two $750 arson awards from NW Insurance Council and Arson Alarm Foundation
will be awarded during a public presentation, June 18th, at Adams Elementary School beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Principal Jeff Dufresne will be receiving the awards on behalf of two anonymous teens who provided fire investigators with
a copy of a text message that implicated four teens and one adult responsible for setting an arson fire at the elementary school in
June, 2009. The blaze caused approximately $1,500 in damage.

The adult male remains in jail on a charge of 2" Degree Arson and on an unrelated murder charge of his pregnant girlfriend
that occurred on July 22, 2009. Due to the subsequent homicide charge, the names of the witnesses are being withheld.

The blaze was set in a garbage can under the attached covered play area of Adams Elementary School. The fire sprinklers,
which were required at the last remodel, controlled the fire until the fire department arrived. A “Juvenile Referral Arrest” of the
four females followed.

The council and Arson Alarm will present the award in partnership with Spokane Valley Fire Department.
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The Spokane River snakes its way through our fire district, starting at the Washington
State line and continuing uninterrupted to the border of Spokane. To some it serves as
a peaceful backdrop while on the Centennial Trail, to others it is a recreational retreat
where they fish, swim and raft. Unfortunately, many fail to respect the power and hidden
dangers that the river possesses. They use boats that were designed for swimming
pools, don’'t wear personal flotation devices (PFD’s), or consume too much alcohol. The
end result being they get in trouble and need to be rescued. Last year, we had a woman
get entangled on the supports of the Barker Bridge, and she had to be hoisted up
through the decking by our technical rescue team. She was not wearing a PFD.

In the past, we have only been able to throw rescue ropes out to victims as they passed
by or rely on other agencies to perform swift water rescues. As of July 1*, your Spokane
Valley Fire Department now has a 21 member Swift Water Rescue (SWR) Team. The
process started in January when we received budget approval from the Fire Commis-
sioner’s and then interviewed Department members that had an interest in helping pro-
vide this valuable service to the public. We then purchased personal protective equip-
ment, provided training, equipped an existing vehicle with two kayaks, and established
guidelines to respond in a safe and timely fashion. The SWR Team members are trained
to conduct a search with kayaks, swim out to a victim, and make a contact rescue as
well as building rope systems to free watercraft from rocks or other debris in the river.
They have the ability to accomplish these rescues anytime of the year, regardless of the
weather.

Through the process of developing this program, we have taken a regional approach to
deliver the service. Responding in conjunction with other agencies allows us to put
more responders on scene, increasing the safety level of the rescuers as well as the
chance of a successful rescue. Nationwide, statistics show that 30% of the deaths in
swift water incidents are rescuers. Working with other experienced agencies will help
keep us from becoming part of these statistics. The Spokane Fire Department has had
a SWR team for over 12 years; they have provided us with training support as well as
their experience for the startup of our team. We are also working towards an automatic
mutual aid response. In addition to the previous mentioned benefits, assisting other
agencies gives us more exposure to actual incidents which will increase our effective-
ness.

While the Spokane Valley
Fire Department now has a
team to rescue you, we
would really prefer not to!
The single biggest thing you
can do to be safe on the wa-
mter is to wear a PFD that is
the correct size and insist all
of those in your group are
doing the same. Please be
safe on the water by always
_wearing a PFD.
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B The honor guard was focused on organizing the first, hopefully annual, regional
g Honor Guard training in conjunction with Spokane Sheriffs Department and Spo-
M kane City Fire. This one-day, seven-hour training, included participants from law
d enforcement and fire department honor guards from around the region. Its ob-
jective was to familiarize personnel with procedures common to line-of-duty
death memorials, which always involve many different agencies. The day
opened with speeches by Sheriff Knezovich and SVFD’s own Deputy Chief Hail.

| A presentation was then made by the local chapter of HOPE Animal Assisted
Crisis Response, a volunteer organization that uses dogs as therapy during a
major or minor disaster. Training included flag-folding and presentation, coffin
movement involving a hearse or fire apparatus, basic marching, and basic rifle
team maneuvers.

CERT
. This spring has been our normal busy time of the year. About 12 of
ofg | . ‘ # Ji our citizens completed an initial CERT 8 week class, while those al-
[ I ATl o d ready trained completed 3 months of Continuing Education Training.
RESPONSE TEAM On June 5", approximately 20 trained citizens spent the morning in a

scenario based drill. Along with all that, our CERT program completed
a first. For the first time, our trained CERT citizens were called upon to assist the fire department.
One of the spring wind storms had our emergency crews busy, and our CERT trained citizens were
activated. They provided 2 two-member teams to relieve our emergency crews who had secured a
sitl_Jation, and the CE_RT teams stood by until properly D N ——
relieved. These tramepl citizens enableql our emer- Honor Guard Commander Kurt Kilaykp
gency crews to be available to respond if needed to
other emergencies within the boundaries of the Spo- Swift Water Rescue Article provided by
kane Valley Fire Department. These trained citizens Battalion Chief Dennis Doyle
provided a tremendous service to their community by
assisting their fire department. If you would like to learn
more about assisting your fire department or being bet-

ter trained in preparedness, call our administration of-
fice at 928-1700. Photos provided by STVFD employees

CERT Article provided by
CERT Program Director Captain Bruce Hamner





